
                                                                                                                                                                                                                
 X 


  
 

 Trending   
 	Apple Vision Pro review: Fascinating, flawed, and needs to fix 5 things 
	I've tried the top XR headsets. Here's the one most people should buy 
	ChatGPT vs. ChatGPT Plus: Is the subscription fee worth it? 
	Have 10 hours? IBM will train you in AI fundamentals - for free 
	How to upgrade Windows Home edition to Pro 
	7 useful things to do with your Flipper Zero 
	

	The Apple Watch to buy this year 
	Meta's $299 Ray-Ban smart glasses may be the most useful gadget I've tested all year 
	iPhone 15 Pro review: Who this upgrade will wow 
	Samsung Galaxy S23 Ultra review: One of the best smartphones of the year 
	Sonos Era 300 review: Close to a perfect smart speaker 
	Do you need antivirus on Linux? 
	

	Best laptops 
	Best VPNs 
	Best TVs 
	Best Headphones 
	Best robot vacuums 
	ZDNET Recommends 




Tech   
 	Gaming 
	Headphones 
	Laptops 
	Mobile Accessories 
	Networking 
	PCs 
	

	Printers 
	Smartphones 
	Smart Watches 
	Speakers 
	Streaming Devices 
	Streaming Services 
	

	Tablets 
	TVs 
	Wearables 
	

	Kitchen & Household 
	Office Furniture 
	Office Hardware & Appliances 
	Smart Home 
	Smart Lighting 
	Yard & Outdoors 




Innovation   
 	Artificial Intelligence 
	AR + VR 
	Cloud 
	Digital Transformation 
	Energy 
	

	Robotics 
	Sustainability 
	Transportation 
	Work Life 
	

	Accelerate your tech game Paid Content 
	How the New Space Race Will Drive Innovation 
	How the metaverse will change the future of work and society 
	

	Managing the Multicloud 
	The Future of the Internet 
	The New Rules of Work 
	The Tech Trends to Watch in 2023 




Business   
 	See all Business 
	Amazon 
	Apple 
	Developer 
	E-Commerce 
	

	Edge Computing 
	Enterprise Software 
	Executive 
	Google 
	Microsoft 
	

	Professional Development 
	Social Media 
	SMB 
	Windows 
	

	Digital transformation: Trends and insights for success 
	Software development: Emerging trends and changing roles 




Security   
 

	See all Security 
	Cyber Threats 
	Password Manager 
	Ransomware 
	VPN 
	

	Cybersecurity: Let's get tactical 
	Securing the Cloud 




Advice   
 

	Deals 
	How-to 
	Product Comparisons 
	Product Spotlights 
	Reviews 




Buying Guides   
 	See all Buying Guides 
	Best all-in-one computers 
	Best budget TVs 
	Best gaming CPUs 
	Best gaming laptops 
	Best gaming PCs 
	

	Best headphones 
	Best iPads 
	Best iPhones 
	Best laptops 
	Best large tablets 
	Best OLED TVs 
	

	Best robot vacuum mops 
	Best rugged tablets 
	Best Samsung phones 
	Best smart rings 
	Best smartphones 
	Best smartwatches 
	

	Best speakers 
	Best tablets 
	Best travel VPNs 
	Best TVs 
	Best VPNs 
	Best Coupons 





 tomorrow belongs to those who embrace it today    
 

	
          Asia
        

	
          Australia
        

	
          Europe
        

	
          India
        

	
          United Kingdom
        

	
          United States
        


	ZDNET France 
	ZDNET Germany 
	ZDNET Korea 
	ZDNET Japan 





    
  Go 
 Most Popular
 

 






  

    
 
	See all Topics 
	Finance 
	Education 
	Health 

	Special Features 
	ZDNET In Depth 
	ZDNET Recommends 

	Newsletters 
	Videos 
	Editorial Guidelines 





     
 	Trending 

	Apple Vision Pro review: Fascinating, flawed, and needs to fix 5 things 
	I've tried the top XR headsets. Here's the one most people should buy 
	ChatGPT vs. ChatGPT Plus: Is the subscription fee worth it? 
	Have 10 hours? IBM will train you in AI fundamentals - for free 
	How to upgrade Windows Home edition to Pro 
	7 useful things to do with your Flipper Zero 


	The Apple Watch to buy this year 
	Meta's $299 Ray-Ban smart glasses may be the most useful gadget I've tested all year 
	iPhone 15 Pro review: Who this upgrade will wow 
	Samsung Galaxy S23 Ultra review: One of the best smartphones of the year 
	Sonos Era 300 review: Close to a perfect smart speaker 
	Do you need antivirus on Linux? 


	Best laptops 
	Best VPNs 
	Best TVs 
	Best Headphones 
	Best robot vacuums 
	ZDNET Recommends 


	Tech 

	Gaming 
	Headphones 
	Laptops 
	Mobile Accessories 
	Networking 
	PCs 


	Printers 
	Smartphones 
	Smart Watches 
	Speakers 
	Streaming Devices 
	Streaming Services 


	Tablets 
	TVs 
	Wearables 


	Kitchen & Household 
	Office Furniture 
	Office Hardware & Appliances 
	Smart Home 
	Smart Lighting 
	Yard & Outdoors 


	Innovation 

	Artificial Intelligence 
	AR + VR 
	Cloud 
	Digital Transformation 
	Energy 


	Robotics 
	Sustainability 
	Transportation 
	Work Life 


	Accelerate your tech game Paid Content 
	How the New Space Race Will Drive Innovation 
	How the metaverse will change the future of work and society 


	Managing the Multicloud 
	The Future of the Internet 
	The New Rules of Work 
	The Tech Trends to Watch in 2023 


	Business 

	See all Business 
	Amazon 
	Apple 
	Developer 
	E-Commerce 


	Edge Computing 
	Enterprise Software 
	Executive 
	Google 
	Microsoft 


	Professional Development 
	Social Media 
	SMB 
	Windows 


	Digital transformation: Trends and insights for success 
	Software development: Emerging trends and changing roles 


	Security 



	See all Security 
	Cyber Threats 
	Password Manager 
	Ransomware 
	VPN 


	Cybersecurity: Let's get tactical 
	Securing the Cloud 


	Advice 



	Deals 
	How-to 
	Product Comparisons 
	Product Spotlights 
	Reviews 


	Buying Guides 

	See all Buying Guides 
	Best all-in-one computers 
	Best budget TVs 
	Best gaming CPUs 
	Best gaming laptops 
	Best gaming PCs 


	Best headphones 
	Best iPads 
	Best iPhones 
	Best laptops 
	Best large tablets 
	Best OLED TVs 


	Best robot vacuum mops 
	Best rugged tablets 
	Best Samsung phones 
	Best smart rings 
	Best smartphones 
	Best smartwatches 


	Best speakers 
	Best tablets 
	Best travel VPNs 
	Best TVs 
	Best VPNs 
	Best Coupons 


	More 


	See all Topics 
	Finance 
	Education 
	Health 


	Special Features 
	ZDNET In Depth 
	ZDNET Recommends 


	Newsletters 
	Videos 
	Editorial Guidelines 









 Tech
     
      Home
    
      Tech
    
      Services & Software
    
      Operating Systems
    
      Mobile OS
    
      iOS
    

  
    The hidden way to print to PDF on iPad and iPhone
  
 
    You must have iOS or iPadOS 15 for this to work, but it's quick and easy (and free) once you do.
  
  

  Written by 
            David Gewirtz, Senior Contributing Editor   July 7, 2022 at 7:20 a.m. PT  

 
 
 



  	

	

	

	

	


  

   

     
      
  

  

 Image: Maria Diaz / ZDNetAlthough it's possible to lug a tiny printer with you wherever you go, it's not particularly practical. Most of us don't print enough from our phones or tablets for mobile printing to be a consideration. But what if you need to save a printout, and you don't have a printer? 
See also
 	
          How to better organize text messages on your iPhone, thanks to iOS 17
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          How to turn on 80% charging limit on the iPhone 15 to save battery health
        

	
          How to leave a FaceTime voice or video message when your call goes unanswered
        



For example, let's say you've completed a financial transaction, and you have the option to print the receipt. Many sites that offer a print option don't offer any sort of Save to PDF function. If you're on a PC or Mac, that's a relatively easy option to find.  

But if you're on an iPad or an iPhone, all iPadOS or iOS presents to you is the Print button. As we've established, that Print button is less than useful when you don't have a printer. 
Fortunately, as long as you're using iOS or iPadOS 15 (or later), there is a way. It's oddly obscure, but it's there. 
 An example 
I'm working on an article about using the iPad as the ultimate coloring book, and I wanted to import a PDF. As it turns out, Crayola (the crayon company) has a bunch of printable coloring book pages. One such page is this NASCAR image. I'm all about fast cars, so I wanted to download it. 
 
 
  

 David Gewirtz/ScreenshotBut, as you can see, a typical printer dialog box opens up when I hit the Print Now button. In this case, I have no printer selected, but if you click on Printers to select a printer, there's no way to print to a PDF. 

 
 
  

 David Gewirtz/Screenshot The hidden trick 
Here's the hidden trick. As I said, you must be running iOS or iPadOS 15 for this to work. Now, rather than just tapping the blue Print prompt, press and hold it. At this point, the hidden share card pops up: 
 
 
  

 David Gewirtz/ScreenshotChoose Save to Files. You can save to iCloud or On My iPad. I chose On My iPad and then pointed the file to the folder where I'll be using it. You can save the PDF anywhere you wish. 

 
 
  

 David Gewirtz/ScreenshotI have to wonder why this feature is hidden. Why isn't there a share icon? How is someone supposed to know they need to press and hold Print unless they read an article like this? 
Did you know about this trick? Have you wanted to be able to do something like this without purchasing and installing an add-on app? Let us know in the comments below. 


You can follow my day-to-day project updates on social media. Be sure to follow me on Twitter at @DavidGewirtz, on Facebook at Facebook.com/DavidGewirtz, on Instagram at Instagram.com/DavidGewirtz, and on YouTube at YouTube.com/DavidGewirtzTV.
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